Music 219 Survey of Choral Literature   	
Spring 2019  Wednesday 8:55-9:55 PAC 124
Dr. Thomas Holm, Office PAC 101

Course Prerequisite: Music 112 or consent of instructor
Recommended resources:  
A Survey of Choral Literature, Homer Ulrich, 1973
Choral Masterworks: a listener’s guide Michael Steinberg, 2005
Directing the Choral Music Program Kenneth H. Phillips, 2004
Teaching Music through Performance in Choir, vol 1 w/CD set, compiled and edited by Heather J. Buchanan and Matthew W. Mehaffey, 2005
Teaching Music through Performance in Choir, vol 2 w/CD set, compiled and edited by Heather J. Buchanan and Matthew W. Mehaffey, 2007
Teaching Music through Performance in Choir, vol 3 w/CD set, compiled and edited by Heather J. Buchanan and Matthew W. Mehaffey, 2011
Teaching Music through Performance in Middle School Choir, w/CD set, compiled and edited by Frank Abrahams and Paul D. Head, 2011

Course Description (catalog): This course is designed to provide the student with an overview of the core and standard repertoire for choral ensembles from a variety of levels.  Primary emphasis will be music for educational settings.  In addition, literature for advanced and collegiate ensembles will be presented.  This course is designed to provide the student with the resources necessary to program choral literature in a school setting.

Course objectives: to help each student 
· develop an understanding of the core literature in the various choral genres, including mass, motet, madrigal, oratorio, anthem, cantata, passion
· develop skill in evaluating the quality and appropriateness of educational music
· learn the primary reference sources for choral literature and develop skills for using these sources
· develop skill in selecting repertoire and programming choral concerts

Course procedure: 
· Lecture exploration of historical literature genres
· Student presentations of philosophical/practice articles
· Student literature review presentations
· Student director interview presentations
· Student concert presentations 






Course assignments: 
· For your two chosen Article Presentations, unpack the thesis and substance of the article, help your peers understand exactly what the author is saying, and highlight what you consider the most important ‘take-away’ points.  Send an e-version to all class members (including instructor) prior to start of class.  The e-version can contain scans of the article (or portions) that you think would be helpful to have in a portfolio
· Prepare seven Literature Presentations.  These will all be selected from the lists included in the various volumes of Teaching Music Through Performance series.  For each category listed in the Course Schedule below, choose two pieces (contrasting voicing) that have available recordings (CD or online), then present its traits and merits.  Your description should include a description of the piece, a discussion of its musical and stylistic traits, how/when it might be programmed, and anything else that might help you and your peers decide about its suitability for programming.  Send an e-version to all class members (including instructor) prior to start of class; when available, include e-links to performances as well
· Conduct two interviews (middle school and high school) of active choral directors.  Questions should include but be limited to their rationale for literature choices, sources, how they determine singer ranges and then match literature to those ranges, plus their advice for first-year teachers in choosing literature (hints for success and pitfalls to avoid).  Submit either a hard copy or e-version at class time
· Attend one public-school concert, interview director about each piece on program—why chosen, what were its merits, challenges—and overall intended concert flow.  Submit either a hard copy or e-version at class time
· Build one concert that features a middle school choir (your choice of voicing) and a high school choir (your choice of voicing, but different than middle school portion).  Length: 40 minutes.  Provide order, name/title/description of each piece, and rationale for repertoire selection and overall order.  All selections should be chosen from your Literature presentations.  Send an e-version to all class members (including instructor) prior to start of class 
· Maintain an organized e-portfolio of all class notes, presentations, reports, concert programs, interviews, reading notes.  Submit e-version at class time on Final Exam day

Course grading
Article Presentations (2 @ 10 pts)	20
Literature Presentations (7 @ 10 pts)	70
Post-concert interviews (2 @ 10 pts):	    40
Concert program and interview (1 @ 20 pts):	20
Your full concert program and notes (1 @ 20 pts):	20	
Course E-portfolio (peer reports, historical literature notes, all presentations)	   20
		190
Course Schedule:
	NOTE: * indicates student presentation item
January 9
Introduction & Ch. 1: intro to choral forms
What constitutes good music: Specific criteria of Serious Artistic Merit (Ostling)
January 16
Ch. 2: Music in the North, 1450-1525
*Guidelines for choosing quality choral literature: Philips p.147-156
January 23
Ch. 3: Music for the Catholic Church, 1525-1600
*Meeting National Standards for music education through choral performance—Abrahams.  TMP vol 1 p.57-76
January 30
Ch. 4: Music for the Protestant and Anglican Churches, 1525-1625
*The Conductor’s dream: score-based imagination, improvisation, and inspiration—Blackstone.  TMP vol 2 p.84-92
February 6
Ch. 5: Secular Music, 1450-1600
*Performance practice in the African American Slave Song—Armstrong. TMP vol 1 p.24-35
*Iowa Department of Education court decision regarding use of sacred music in New Hampton Community School District, 2015  PDF p.609-622
February 13
Ch. 6: Music of the early Baroque
*Structuring Success in Beginning Middle School Choral Ensembles—Bowers  TMPMS p.57-72
February 20
Ch. 7: Music of the late Baroque
*Literature selection and presentation TMP Middle School Choir
· Middle School Part One
· Unison/canon
· SSA & SAA
· three-part mixed & SAB
February 27 (no class)
March 6
Spring Break
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March 13
Ch. 8: Pre-Classical and classical music, 1725-1825
*Literature selection and presentation TMP Middle School Choir
· Middle School Part Two
· TB/TTB/TTBB
· CBB/CCBB/SA/SATB
March 20
Ch. 9: Early Romantic Music, 1825-1860
*Literature selection and presentation TMP Choir
· Level One
· Mixed voices
· Treble voices
· Men’s voices 
March 27
Ch. 9: Late Romantic Music, 1860-1900
*Literature selection and presentation TMP Choir
· Level Two
· Mixed voices
· Treble voices
· Men’s voices 
April 3
Ch. 10: Music of the Twentieth Century (part one)
*Literature selection and presentation TMP Choir
· Level Three
· Mixed voices
· Treble voices
· Men’s voices 
April 10
Ch. 10: Music of the Twentieth Century (part two)
*Literature selection and presentation TMP Choir
· Level Four
· Mixed voices
· Treble voices
· Men’s voices 
April 17
	Exploring other sources of choral literature: ICDA, ACDA, CPDL
*Literature selection and presentation TMP Choir
· Level Five
· Mixed voices
· Treble voices
· Men’s voices 
April 24
	*two interviews: middle school and high school choral director reports
May 1: Iowa Choral Showcase
	Hosting assignments for visiting choirs
May 7 2-4 pm (final exam slot)
